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SUBJECT: APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE 
LICENCE 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 

 To determine the application for a private hire vehicle licence. 

SUMMARY 
 
1. An application has been received Mrs Nicola Poslad-Bow for a private hire 

vehicle licence under section 48 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions Act) 1976 for a Chrysler Grand Voyager, Registration Number GL05 
RPX.  
 

2. The application is for a vehicle that has not been previously licensed by this 
Council. 

 
3. This application was received on 7 February 2012.  The vehicle registration 

document included with the application shows that the Chrysler was first 
registered on 8 July 2005 and is therefore 6 years and 7 months old. 

 
4. The Council has set as a condition that the age of a vehicle when licensed for the 

first time must be less than 4 years old from date of first registration.  This 
condition is shown on page 3 of the booklet ‘Private Hire Vehicles, Drivers and 
Operators’ which is provided to all new private hire applicants.  This booklet 
forms one of the background papers to this report. 

 
 
FACTORS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

1. The vehicle was inspected at the Town Hall on 7 February 2012.  At the time 
of inspection the vehicle was in an excellent condition having only covered 
43,831 miles from new.  Photographs were taken of this vehicle, and are 
attached as Annex 1.  Colour copies will be available on the day of the hearing 
and the vehicle will be available for viewing in the Town Hall car park.  
  

2. A vehicle inspection report used for exceptional vehicles was also carried out 
at the Town Hall.  No defects were found over the entire vehicle which is, in 
the inspecting officer’s opinion, in exceptionally good condition inside and 
out.  The inspection report together with the full main dealer service history 
provided by the applicant is attached at Annex 2.  The vehicle meets all of the 
Council’s other licensing requirements. 
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RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

3. No additional resource implications have been identified for the consideration 
or grant of this application. 

 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

4. Section 48 (7) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous provisions) Act 1976 
provides that any person aggrieved by the refusal of a district council to grant 
a vehicle licence under that section or by any condition specified in such a 
licence, may appeal to a magistrates’ court “within 21 days of a decision from 
the district council”. 

 
STATUTORY POWERS 
 

5. Section 48 (2) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
provides that a district council may attach to the grant of a private hire vehicle 
licence such conditions as they may consider reasonably necessary. 

 
6. On 2nd June 1987 the Health Committee recommended that, with effect from 

1st April 1988, all vehicles presented for initial licensing as private hire 
vehicles shall not be more than four years old prior to the date of application.  
The relevant section of the minutes of this meeting form part of the 
background papers. 

 
7. On 25th June 1987 the full Council Committee resolved to approve, adopt and 

confirm the recommendation of the Health Committee of 2nd June 1987. The 
relevant section of the minutes of this meeting form part of the background 
papers. 

 
8. In R v Hyndburn Borough Council, ex pa Rauf & Kasim (1992) the High 

Court held that a condition could be imposed upon the grant of a hackney 
carriage or private hire vehicle that no licence would be granted to vehicles 
over a specified age. 

 
9. The Hyndburn Borough Council case above also held that whilst a Council 

may have a policy they must not fetter their discretion absolutely and must 
consider each application on its merits. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
 

10. The Council may grant or refuse this application. 
 
Background Papers: Private Hire Vehicles, Drivers and Operators’ booklet showing 

the Council’s conditions in respect of private hire vehicles 
2nd June 1987 Health Committee minutes 
25th June 1987 Full Council Committee minutes 
 

Annex 1  Photographs of the vehicle taken on 7 February 2012 
Annex 2 Vehicle inspection report from 7 February 2012 
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